The Leishmania infantum histone H3 possesses an extremely divergent N-terminal domain.
The isolation of a Leishmania cDNA clone coding for an antigen identified as the histone H3 is described. The nucleotide sequence of the cDNA predicts that the Leishmania histone H3 contains 129 residues and that it has a molecular mass of 14,620 Da. Comparison of the amino acid sequence with the consensus sequence of the eukaryotic histone H3 shows that the Leishmania protein has a highly conserved globular region and an extremely divergent amino-terminal portion.